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MINISTERIAL ROUND TABLE ON ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS 

Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [12.26 pm]: I rise this morning to 
provide the house with a brief report on the ministerial round table on Aboriginal affairs, which I hosted here at 
Parliament House last Friday. This was the first time that ministers with responsibility for Aboriginal Affairs 
have met in over six years, and I was delighted that Western Australia was the first place in which we restarted 
these discussions. The meeting provided us all with a chance to share some of the challenges and opportunities 
each state and territory is facing in Aboriginal Affairs. What was made clear to me during the discussion is that 
many of the challenges we face in Western Australia are not unique. We did not focus on the negatives, but on 
how our governments could learn from each other and work together moving forward. 

There was a detailed and constructive discussion on economic development. All states and territories shared their 
policy ideas which could have a positive and meaningful impact on the lives of Aboriginal people. I was 
particularly pleased to inform my counterparts about the McGowan government’s commitment to establish an 
Aboriginal procurement policy aimed at increasing the number of contracts awarded to Aboriginal businesses 
and increasing the business opportunities for our Aboriginal community. 

There was also a discussion around the conversations that are now taking place between Aboriginal people and 
various levels of government on treaty, particularly in light of the recent Uluru Statement. Again, there is great 
diversity in how different state and territory governments are approaching these discussions. South Australia and 
Victoria, in particular, are quite advanced in their consultations with Aboriginal people and, of course, in 
Western Australia we have been having treaty discussions with the Noongar people through the south west 
settlement. 

There was unanimous agreement between the states and territories that attended that we need to continue these 
discussions. Plans are underway to meet again later this year to discuss, in particular, the changes to the 
Closing the Gap targets proposed at the most recent Council of Australian Governments meeting. 

I would like to thank Kyam Maher from South Australia, Chansey Paech from the Northern Territory, 
Rachel Stephen-Smith from the Australian Capital Territory, and Christine Couzens from Victoria for making 
the trip over to Western Australia to participate in this significant meeting, as well as Richard Aspinall, who 
represented the commonwealth. I look forward to continuing the discussion on how we can all work together to 
deliver better outcomes for Aboriginal people around the country. 
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